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This application was rejected for the below mentioned 
reasons. The applicant should submit arguments, if any, 
within 60 days from the mailing date of this notification. 



Inventions of the present application as claimed below 
are unpatentable over the below listed publications which 
were published in either domestic or foreign countries prior 
to the filing date of the present application ^ under 
Japanese Patent Law, Section 29(2). Because, they could 
have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which the invention pertains . 



Re; Claims 1 to 3 

cited References (see below listing) ; 1 or 2 

The cited references 1 and 2 each discloses an image 
forming apparatus supervising system, in which a central 
control apparatus remotely supervises a plurality of image 
forming apparatuses via respective date communications 
apparatus and a communications line. The central control 
apparatus obtains usage information such as an accumulated 
number of image formations from the respective date 
communications apparatuses at a prescribed date. Such an 
obtaining operation is retried to applicable image forming 
apparatus if such information is not obtained from the 
applicable image forming apparatus. Further, it is 
determined that the usage information cannot be obtained 
from the applicable image forming apparatus if the retrial 
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results in failure. In addition to that^ the cited 
reference 2 refers to creation of a necessary list such as 
no reception list when the usage information is not obtained- 
Further, it is supposed that these inventions, of course, 
execute a confirmation operation. Thus, the present 
invention of claims 1 to 3 could have been obvious for a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains based upon the inventions described in 
the cited references 1 and 2 . 

Upon development of a new reason for rejection beside 
the above, the reason is also notified. 

List of Cited References 

1. Japanese Patent Application Laid Open No. (JOP) 07-325515 

2 , JOP06-131278 



Record of prior art literature search result 
(but, does not constitutes reasons for rejection) 

Searched Field: G03G15/00, 303, G03G21/00, 370-540 (IPC 7 
version) 

Prior art literatures: JOPs4-60649, and 4-256971 
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